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MELINDA O’NEAL ANNOUNCES PLAN TO RETIRE AS HANDEL CHOIR 

OF BALTIMORE’S ARTISTIC DIRECTOR & CONDUCTOR 

O'Neal conducts Handel's Messiah, new works, and Brahms’ Requiem in final season with Handel Choir 

 

(Baltimore, MD) Melinda O’Neal, Artistic Director & Conductor of Handel Choir of Baltimore since 

2004, announced plans to retire in June 2013 at the close of the present concert season. The Choir will 

launch a national search for a new director for the organization now in its 78th season. Under O’Neal’s 

stellar guidance, the Choir has specialized in period instrument interpretations of Handel’s great 

oratorios including Messiah and of other choral-orchestral masterpieces such as Mozart’s Requiem and 

Haydn’s The Creation. She has also programmed 19th- and 20th-century repertory, premièred new 

works commissioned especially for the Choir and collaborated with numerous Baltimore area 

organizations.  

 

“I have loved working with the singers in Handel Choir and the board has been absolutely fantastic. As a 

native Marylander but newcomer to Baltimore, this has been an amazing journey,” said O’Neal. “I am 

so grateful for Handel Choir and the music we’ve made together. We just clicked.” 

 

“There is no replacing Melinda O’Neal,” said Leslie Greenwald, President of the Board of Trustees. 

“Her unique talents have established Handel Choir’s reputation for outstanding and innovative concert 

experiences. Melinda has breathed new life into a longstanding Baltimore cultural institution, making 

even annual performances of Messiah fresh and new. Because of the artistic strength of the Choir under 

Melinda’s direction, we are confident we will attract exceptional talent for this position.”  

 

Trustee Carl Schmidt, Professor of Music History and Literature at Towson University, said “O’Neal’s 

tenure as conductor has seen remarkable growth of an institution with a venerable heritage. Her passion 

for the choral repertory, her commitment to bringing great music to diverse audiences, her superb 

musicianship, and her dedication to making Handel Choir the area’s premiere ensemble utilizing period 

instruments and performance practice, have revitalized and energized us. She will leave the Choir at a 

high-water mark in the institution’s history, and her leadership in every meaning of the word will be 

sorely missed.”  

 

Greenwald added the Board of Trustees has formed a search committee and will appoint a new artistic 

director in conjunction with planning for the 2013-2014 concert season. She said Handel Choir will 

release more information about the search and begin advertising the position in the next few weeks. 

mailto:anne@handelchoir.org


Handel Choir of Baltimore Page 2 

3600 Clipper Mill Road, Suite 150, Baltimore, MD 21211 

410.366.6544 phone        410.366.6554 fax        info@handelchoir.org          www.handelchoir.org        facebook.com/handelchoir          
Handel Choir of Baltimore is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization. 

 

For the moment, O’Neal is immersed in rehearsals with the 50-member community choir for a 2012-

2013 season that includes not only the Choir’s 78th annual performance of Handel’s Messiah, but also 

Brahms’ Ein deutsches Requiem, to be performed with Camerata, the University of Maryland Baltimore 

County’s select choir, directed by Stephen Caracciolo. The season also includes the area première of 

Song of the Shulamite, a jointly commissioned work by Donald McCullough on texts from Song of 

Solomon. “Messiah and Brahms’ Requiem are pinnacle works, the foundation of the choral-orchestral 

repertory. What an honor and joy it is for all of us to perform them,” said O’Neal. “And I’m so happy 

we are offering a new work to Baltimore and collaborating with a university. This year has a great 

balance of traditional and new music along with investing in the future of young singers.”   

 

Melinda O’Neal has been praised for her “lucid and musical understanding of the score” and “moving 

and satisfying interpretations” by Hugh Macdonald, Berlioz scholar and music critic. O’Neal was 

appointed artistic director & conductor of Handel Choir of Baltimore in 2004, and Baltimore Sun music 

critic Tim Smith soon began writing about improvements in Handel Choir’s sound and performance 

quality, noting that she had “steadily and rapidly honed this formerly uneven ensemble into quite a 

potent chorus,” and praising the Choir’s “ripe, smoothly balanced sound,” “admirable discipline” and 

“expressive fire.” O’Neal is also professor of music at Dartmouth College in Hanover, NH, where she 

conducted Handel Society of Dartmouth College (1979-2003) and Dartmouth Chamber Singers (1979-

1996) and where she currently teaches conducting and music theory courses. She is designing a new 

course on Berlioz and Brahms for Dartmouth and will be writing Experiencing Berlioz: A Listener’s 

Companion for Scarecrow Press. O’Neal has taught and performed at Indiana University and University 

of Georgia. She holds masters and doctoral degrees in choral-orchestral conducting from Indiana 

University’s Jacobs School of Music in Bloomington.  

 

Handel Choir of Baltimore is an oratorio ensemble founded in 1935 that presents baroque, classical 

and early romantic works with period instrument orchestras, as well as modern repertoire and 

commissioned works. Under O’Neal’s leadership, Handel Choir has collaborated with 

Baltimore/Washington area chamber ensembles, orchestras and opera companies, including Harmonious 

Blacksmith, Baltimore Baroque Band, Peabody Early Music, Pro Musica Rara, Washington Bach 

Sinfonia, American Opera Theater, Baltimore Chamber Orchestra and Baltimore Symphony Orchestra. 

In addition to subscription concerts, Handel Choir maintains an active schedule of performances in the 

community, performing for civic events, education programs, concert series, retirement communities 

and to benefit social service organizations. 

 

Season subscriptions are on sale now at www.handelchoir.org or by calling Handel Choir at 

410.366.6544.  
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